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Democratic Leadership in the Senate.

It is reported in Washington that
CmanLES A. CULBERSON, the senior Ben-
ator from Texas, has enough pledges
from his Democratic associates to insure
his choice as minority leader in the Senate
when the Bixtieth Congress meets in
December.

If the report is true the presumption
is that the pledges were unsolicited and
spontansous, for it is not like Senator

- CULBERSON to press forward to prefer-

.. ment and responsibility,

‘ ;

He inherited
the old fashioned notion that it does not
become & public servant to exploit him-
pelf and acotively promota his political
fortunes, His father, Representative
Davip B. CULBERBON, was one of the
etrong and silent men of the House,
8 seldom, but always with welght
and authority, and wielding an influence
which depended upon merit alone. He
was incapable of self-glorification or

d ambition. CHARLES A. CULBER-

"‘j {SON peems to'have inherited not only his

- attitude toward public office and publio

duty but, his reserve, modesty, strength
of char r, sound judgment and that
femarkable legal ability which raised
DAvID B, CULBERSON to the chairman-
ship of the Judiciary Committee and
madeé him the leading authority on consti~

. tutional law on the Democratic side.

County Attorney, -Attorney-General,
Governor and United States Senator,
CrARLES A. CULBERSON has earned every
step of his promotion by merit and with-
out sacrificing his personal indeperidence,
in which respect he resembles his rugged
father. He has always shunned the
spectacular and sought the baokground.
Serving his second term in the Senate,
he has come to the front by the momen-
tum of solid attainments, and the opinion
of no man on the Democratic side ie
more valued. He wears well, and the
record can be examined without finding
a single instance in which Mr. CULBEESON
has forfeited the respect of his ‘col-
leagues on both sides of the chamber.
It has sometimes been saild that he
takes himself seriously. He does in the
semse that he takes his duties seriously.
The worst charge that can be brought
against him is that he is a partisan,
but his partisanship is tempered by a

- sturdy independence.

* Democratic party ocertainly

If Mr. CULBERSON were chosen to lead
the mindrity in the Senate he would enter
upon his unwelcome task with unsullied
reputation and a modest confidence in
his own powers. The long session of
the Sixtieth Congress would be a search-
ing test of his talents and tact. The
needs a
demonstration that it has a leader worth

following.

The Future Struggle for the Control
of the Pacific.

A good deal of discussion has been

" caused by a speech made by Mr, DEAKIN,

the Premier of the Australian Common-
wealth, at a dinner given on April 19
by the Pilgrims Society of London. It
is obvious that of all Britain's self-

. governing colonies Australia and New

Zealand are most keenly interested in the
question: Which of the great Powers

* will ultimately become preponderant in

the Pacific? It has hitherto been taken
for granted that the predicted struggle
for ¢he control of the Pacific Ocean as
distinguished from the adjacent Conti.
nental areas will be confined to Great
Britain, Japan and the United States. It
was Mr. DEAKIN'S intimation that to these
rivals for supremacy in that part of the
globe must be added Germany which has
exolted so much attention.

It is a fact that too little notice has
‘been taken in England of the acquisitions
madd by Germany, since it became uni-
fied, of maval.stations and commercial
or strategic coigns-of vantage in and

the Pacific. An inspection of
#he map will show that d#ming the last
“thirty-five years Germany has obtained

-~ . posseasion of no fewer than six important

-~
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¥MOM in that quarter withbut pro-
-~ voking any opposition on the part of

Great Britain, although on at least two
ocoasions one or more of the Austral-
asian colonies have protested earnestly
imity of Gepman de-
‘the" control Samoa
or Navigators Islands, which she once
with Great Britain and the United

, Germany now has full 8évereignty

one of the larger members of the

: she has occupied.the New Heb-

__rides: Great Rritain and the Nether-

Mw to her a part of
+New Guinea lying oppésite the coast of
Oueensland: she hes purchased from

 Spain the Ladrone and Caroline isiands,

i

W

“and she has gained a foothold on the
of Oliina by her lease of Kiao-
Bay, From the viewpoint of naval

, existing or prospective, she is

y as well equipped as is the United

hough we have Tutuila, Hawail,

and the Philippines.
we consider the Jong thain of
encies from New Zealand,

, New Guinen, Singapore and

" “Barneo In the south to Hongkong and

Wei-hai-wei # China we must recognize
_that Japan, unless she could rely on the
of one of the three Western

numed, might as well re-

of nava! dominsnoe

tary system of her own.
It is when we keep in view
history and présent situation in tho Far

Germany is an imprisoned empire and
that her imperative need of expansion
constitutes pne of the gravest political
problems of the time and may lead the

had been mainly responaible, through
her seigure of Kisochau Bay, for the
actual inoception of the scramble for
China; and secondly, that the mur-
der of Baron voN KrrTTELER had been
an act of folly on China's part which
plaved directly into Germany's hands.
During the negotiations which preceded
the war between Russis and Japan and
throughout that oontest the Germans
notoriously sympathized with Russia,
and their sympathy would undoubtedly
have taken the form of active coope!
tion but -for the oonclusion of the
first Anglo-Japenese alliance. Bince the
Peace of Portsmouth and the almost
similtaneous formation of the second
Anglo-Japanese alliance Germany has
ostensibly given up her policy of “For-
ward” in the Far East, yet there is reason
to believe that in spite of a formal oon-
tradiction made in the House of Com-
mons she attempted only a few montha
ago to acquire a lease of Pule Laut in
order to convert the port into a naval
station. Such a port as Pulo Laut would
tend to consolidate the ng German
trade with the Straits Sett te, Java,
Bumatra and Siam. Tsipgtao, too, the
capital of the leased Kiaochau district,
although declared a free port, is now
undergoing fortification, and fresh de-
tachments of German garrison artillery
have been ordered for service in that
colony.

' . The completion of the newly laid cable
from Shanghal to Yap is also noteworthy
as oounstituting the last link in a’ con-
tinuous line of world girdling cable
whioh is not English. The cable hence-
forth assures to Germany telegraphic
union with the Ladrone and Caroline
Islands on the north, and on the south
connection with the great Sunda Islands
and important DutchTelonial posseasions
in Farther India. Thue it seems evi-
dent that during the eight years and four
months which must elapse before the
expiration of the present Anglo-Japa-
nese alliance we shall witness a consoli-
| dation of German interests in the Far
East and strenuous efforts to prepare
for the eventual competition for ascen-
dency in the Pacifio.

A Southern Republican Volce.

The Hon. THOMAS SETTCE of North
Carolina is a Republican by inheritance
and conviction, not “for revenue only.”
He comes of a distinguished family. His
ancestors have been prominent for gen-
erations in the social and political history
of the State. Some years ago he repre-
sented the Greensboro district in Con-
grese; to-day he is one of the leaders
of the Asheville bar, It is this THOMAS
SETTLE who has been contributing fo
the Asheville Gagetle-News a series of
thoughtful and enlightened commen-
taries on the Republican party organiza-
tion at the South. Whether these deliv-
erances were provoked by the recent
activities of “ Administration” emissaries
in his part of the country, or whether
the activities in question were inspired
by the controversy Mr. SETTLE evidently
intends to launch, we are not in a posi-
tion to say with confidence. Perhaps
we have before us nothing more than a
coincidence. In that case, we must con-
fess that it is extremely intereating.

The most remarkable feature of Mr.
SETTLE'S proposition is to be found in
his frank disclosure touching the char-
acter, purpogse and unvarying methods
of the Southern Republican organiza-
tions: F

“ Widespread and Intense as Is this unrest and
dissatisfaction of Southern Democrats with their
national party, Southern Republicans have very
ltilgope of materially increasing thelr vote (o any
Southern State. Why is It that causes which are
sbundantly sufficient 10 sever men's party affiia.
tions in other sections of the country, and which
do so operate, have no such effect In the South!
Why Is it that thousands of Sotithern men who do
not belleve in the principles of the natlonal Demo-
cratic party, as those principles are sp
known, and who do belteve In the pftmeiples of the
Republican party, persistently vote the Democratic
ticket? These questions are easlly answered to
the satlsfaction of any Southern man of intelt-
genoe and independent political views. He will
tell you, and truthfully teli you, that he does not
join the Republican party in his State for the rea-
son that the Southern Republican household is In
ne condition $o recelve and enterialn guests.

“ Whence comes it that Southern politios Is at
#0 low an ebb?! That honest and patriotic men
.fosl consiralned 1o afiiate with & party In whose
principles théy do not belleve, and that they are
preciuded from jolning the Republican party?”

He still further along the road of
perfect , and while admitting that
' Southern Republicans occupy therhselves
almost exclusively in strife over the
Federal patronage, is careful to add that
the national leaders who dominate, drill
and actuate the various Southern organ-
izations not only fail to suggest the idea
of adding to the party's voling strength,
but In fact virtually forbid that idea
by ordaining for their guidance a very
different standard. Mr, SETTLE puts it
thue:

* Pk the winner of the Presidential Derby, give
him the votes of your State, and pontrol for your~
self, family and friends the looal Federal patronage,
Is, usfortunately, the goal for which too many
Southern Republioans strive, and have been taught
to strive by some of their national leaders; rather
fhap to win elections at the polls. Under these
circuthstances it is DUt natural that she habil should
be formed of viewing the proposition of party poll-
Ml« from that standpoint, Why censure Southern
factionalism, when this polloy Is It very prolific
breeding place?! One other legitimate effect of It
i tha! nat ohly do the national leaders mot look

for any maserial inorease
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with for votes In conventions and aliowed to con-
trol patronage, ¢p Bot really desire that there
should be any fa the voting strangih of
the party, for {he very patent feason thet thereby
OTERWO'S cocupation, with iis incidents, would
be endangered.”

It would be interesting to know ex-
aotly what kind of has been
set in raotion by the various Washington
officials who visited the South recently
and afterward submitted the results of
their observations to President B-
vRUT in the White House. - thess
qualified spokesmen instruot for a general
rehabilitation of the Republicen party and
enjoin the Bouthern leaders to organize
a oampaign for the party candidate

legitimate and decent. lines, or was |

along
the enterprise addressed exclusively to
the proourement of delegations in the
interest of the Supreme Purpose? We
are disposed to construe Mr. SErTLR'S
utterance as a protest against present as
well as past strategy on the parnt of the
“Northern leaders.” It is more than
possible that he recognizes in this year's
expeditions sent out from Washington
the same inspiration that has actusted
similar activities during the last thirty
or more years. There seems indeed no
basis for a reasonable hope that the
morale of the blican party at the
South will be lifted by these latest efforts
by so much as a hait's breadth out of
the sinister and abhorrent mire in which
it has languished since its birth. A
But it is not wholly inconceivable that

the agitation indicated in Mr. SETTLE'S.| !

published statements may lead to an
alliance, if only a temporary one, of all
the intelligent, responsible and patriotio

elements of the Bouthern population, |

pufficiently potent to save the South, in
both the Republican and the Democratic
oconventions, from the ¥arious inoen-
diaries now conspiring to control the
machinery of politics: thmuhout/, the
section. The movement would not com-
mend itself to the “leaders” of either
party, North or Bouth. We are begin-
ning to believe, however, that serious and
really influential men on both sides of
the line, though especially on Mr, THOMAS
SETTLE'S side, have lost interest in those
leaders.

More Trouble in Central America?

There are signs of a scrap between
Mexico and Guatemala. The relations
between the two Governments have not
been of the David and’Jonathan type
for some time, yet Guatemala has hith-
erto given Mexico neither cause for open
interference in her affaira -nor justifi-
able ground for hostilities. In Mexico's
present course there is no little cause
for belief that she is deliberately seek-
ing an excuse for aggression rather'than
that in the Barillas affair there is full
warrant for #lich a course,

President CABRERA'S situation is
somewhat peculiar. He has been strong
enough to holdi¥e position for nine years
in the face of revolutions and threats of
revolution. That he has done much for
his oountry is undeniable. It is also
beyond denial that he has many enemies
and a strong opposition ready and
eager at all times to unsedt him. His re-
lations with Mexico, his neighbor on the
northwest, are far from cordial, and his
southeastern neighbors, Salvador and
Honduras, are clearly against him. The
revolution of last year, under the leader-
ship of BARILLAS, CABTILLO and TOLEDO,
developed into the conflict of Guatemala
with Honduras and Salvador. Mexico's
neutrality during the experience was
nominally observed, but it was not over-
worked. General BARILLAS was at that
time in Mexico and the movement of
the forces under his command was made
from the Mexican boundary, if not actu-
ally from Mexican territory.

If Mexico has a distinct purpose in
her présent attitude it is probably the
removal of CABRERA by & process not
unlike that by which Nicaragua recently
removed BONILLA from onduras, rather
than the annexation of Guatemala, al-
though that is among the possibilities.
It might even be said that the latter
proceeding would be far from undesirable.
Were President D1Az fifty or sixty years
of age instead of seventy-five the oes
that Mexico's boundary would fove
southwest would be greatly increased.

The Victory.

Governor HuoHRS has be¢n beaten.
The man he charged with inefficiency and
incompetence has been retained in office.
Who is the victor?

The Republicans mustered ten votes
to beat the Governor and the People,
The Democrats contributed seventeen.
Neither political party furnished the votes
needed to keep OTro KELSEY in office.
Neither won a victory.

Kxisey? He holds his job. Perhaps
he considers that a victory. He may be
as optimistic as he is inefficient, but it
is diffioult to believe. ,

RaINES? GRADY? It looks as if they
were the victors. They engineered the
fight. They marshalled the forces. They
defeated Governor HUGHES and the
People of the State of New York. And
to GrADY goes the sevanteen twenty-
sevenths part of the glory. °

If General Kurok! is not one of the most
impressive exhibits at Ji town it will
be because the people have for-
gotten the battle of the Yalu and his brill-
iant victories subsequently as commander
of the right wing of Orama's army in Man-
churia. In Kvnox: we have as a visitor
one of the ablest of living soldiers. Nevere
theless his firet thought on landing in
America was of the Japanese sohool chil-
dren in Ban Franocisoo, for whom he made
& graoeful and friendly plea, suggesting

& coniresi iruly v ajaiees,

W roe with the Chicago Tribune that there s
n &1”.“ lnnhlhm':ot the United l.llsl

SR SO Rooteviu - Lot P 4 ©

1t s singular Wow 'ideas do march. But

the Chicago Tribume did not put it quite

s0 strong as that It mcrt: refused to

admit that there might not be some other
man, &o.

——————————
A House Divided,
nioker— 8o they separsted for incompatibility?
ker—Yes, he talked baseball and she talked

bridge.
e e

Seasonable
A mystioal irialty, ‘tis true,
Which, may be, has hot occurred o you,
In tautologioal relstion,
Flah, feminioss and fascins Uopn! Caki

BLACKMAR, OF THE DEAD.
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CHARLES A, COULBERSON.

The Senler Senator From Texss us His
Neighbors See

To tus EpiTor or TaR BuN—8ir:
read with the greatest the editorial
in Tar BUN of April 24 upon Senator Culber-
pon, It was very gratifying to his home
people and personal friends who have known
him from his early boyhood:’

Those who have known Bepator Oulberson
best and longest understand that TaE BuN

! uttered not one t:o\lm :mtdl;c him th'ue
not _absol ust ., No, man In
i 2 for l was A utely J

public life to-day stands higher with his ocon-

dwelling near 'tho caravan route to ' stituents than hedoes. He began his political
and he kept quiet for a little while. [ career as County Attorney of Marion, and by
his restless spirit soon became M\

gendarmerie at KEerkuk, & town In Turkish
Kurdistan, within convenient range of
Persian frontier. His official position had
no partioular effect on his behavior. What
was plunder before now became tolls or
tribute; that was the only change,

But there was no joy in mere promlscu-
ous robbery after he heard of the fate
of Djouanir. Bomething must be done
which would make Persia and the Persians
smart. He ocalled in the remnant of his
brother’s following and various other re-
oruita. He established a powerful band
whioh is still known as the Hamawan, and
developing a bright idea he set himself up
as the blackmailer of dead Persians.

About fifty-five miles from Bagdad are
the ancient towns of Nedjef or Meshed-AH
end Kerbela or Meshed-Hussein, The
former contains the oourt of the third
Caliph Ali and the latter that of Hussein,
nis son, the patriarohs of the Shiite sect
of Mohammedans, to which the Persians
belong, The twa towns are abominated
by the Turks, but the Persians not only
make pligrimages to them while living,
but in many strive to be buried in
their sacred ots when dead. To
rest in their sacred soil Is to go direct to
the seventh M medan heaven.

Mama-Soul and his bandite took
up positions on all the routes leading from
Persia to these places. As the funeral
ocortéges came their way—poisoning the
air, sinoce the Persians have no ekill as
embalmers—they swooped down upon the
mourners and demanded tribute. Mama-
Souleyman established early a regular
tariff based on the wealth of the deceased
for his own benefit, and he still exacts it
to-day. It has become so much a matter
of course that the Persians regard it as a
regular part of the funeral expenses in
such cases, and start prepared to pay it.
But over and above this the members of
the band are apt to take care of them-
selves. Any display of jewelry by those
accompanying the ocorpse Is indisoreet.
Too fat & bag of money is apt to be well
thinned. Even a handsome pelisse has
been known to pasa over to one of Mama-
Souleyman's henchien.

The profite of this system of blackmail
are oonsiderable. In ordinary years, it is
said, at least 4,000 bodies of pious Shiites
are taken to the sacred cities for interment,
In years when any pestilence is rife the
wumber will reach 10,000 or even 12,000,
The Persians can do nothing to stop the
plunder because it is all done on Turkish
territory. The Turkish authorities refuse
to take any interest in it because only Per-
sians and Shiites are the victims.

Incidentally, it may be said that the inter-
ments al Kerbela and Ned jef are the souroes
of considerable wealth to the region. The
imams in charge of the mosques and ceme-
teries have been known to exact the equiva-
lent of $12,000 from the family of & rich man
for & choice position very near ome of the
sacred tombe, and $200 is the lowest sum
they will accept. The payments are said
to be at least equal to $800,000 in poor years
and sometimes to reach three or four times
that amount.

Though the construction of the railway
from the terminus of one of the present
lines in Asia Minor or Syria to Bagdad
would not direotly affect the lines of travel
of the dead Bhiftes or the band that inter-
cepts them, yet it is certain that the gen-
eral conditions admitting of such lawless-
ness could not long survive the opening
up of the region. Bagdad is at present
extremely inacoessible, It may be reached
by steamer via the Red Bea, the
QGulf, the Strait el Arab, and the Tigris. This

-
/

pleted on horse or oambl under the proteo-
tion of the Tatare, the Turkish mall carrier,
who is & brigand himeelf, but who has an
exalted sense of official responsibility and
who enjoys/immunity among the other
brigands along his routes. Not only will
he defend himself and his charge, but the
prédatory tribes in general would com-
bine to defend him against any one, even
one of thelr number who might attaok
him. Despite the wild state of the country,
ocash in large amounts ia carried by him In

A

his unflinching Integrity and strict ebedience
to his official duty at onee attracted public

otive. His official life es Attorney-General | |

and Governor was without a blemish, Never
& word has Shere been said agatnst him by the
law abiding people of - his Btate. It wes his
personal action as Governor that put a stop
to prizefighting, & sport which had & great
'roflovlnc' Texas.

As & lawyer he has few equals and no su-
perior. Those who know Senator Culberson
best beliave thet should he be elected Presi-
dent his administration would go into history
as one of the pleanest recorded. In saying so
1 voice the sentiment of this county, the home
of his boyhood days. His innate modesty
will prevent him from seeking & nomination
by sensational methods. It must come lo
him, as the cardinal principles of demooracy
demeand that it should, without any intrigu-
fng, brass jbandy, grand stand plays or self-
faudstion. The country could trust him, He
is conservative; he is honest and faithful;
eapable of filling any oMce in the gift of the
people. Never hashe yet proved false to any
trust with which he has been charged.

JerremsoN, Tex.,, May 1. W. T, ATRINS.

An Immeoral and Insuiting Suppesition,

To TeE Eprror or Tus BuNn—8ir: In your
editorial of to-day entitled “Under No Cir-
oumstances” you oonclude that the President
eannot accept & renomination because he has
said that he will not. But the President, belng
human, may change his mind. 'Tis as easy
es lying. Hear unto Benedick: o

I chanoce ¢ have some odd quirks rem-
un:‘o,t wit broken on me, because 1 have ralled
90 long agalnst marriage: but doth not the appetite
alter! A man loves the meat In his youth that he
csnnot endure in his age. Shall quips and sen-
tenoes and these paper bullets of the brain awe &
man from the eareer of his humor? No, the world
must be peopled, When I sald I would die &)
bachelor, T did not think I should live till I were
married.

“When I sald that under no circumstances
would I be a oandidate for or accep} another
pominstion, I did not think that I should live
to be the only avallable man.”

Bup WiLLIAMS of Lakewood.

New Yorg, May 3.

Neotice te Insignificant Shrimps.

To TR EpIToR or THE SUN—Sir: Just how It
happens, whether awkward, careless or unfortu-
nate, 1 cannot say, but 1 sucoeed in falling down
in the street, say two or three times yearly. Upon
careful observation afterward there seems (o .be
& banans skin foundation.

As 1 pever fall forward there ls no particular
tnconvenience beyond a shock. I have no obje¢-
tlobs when the observers indulge In rational em-
joyment of .my mishap, but I execrale and abhor
the insignificant shrimp of about one-half my aise
who Invariably sppears and by his efiorts at as-
gistanoce retards mine to arise. He next slaps me
on the back as If In eongratulation, and sucoeeds
in beating the dust into the meshes of the cloth,
That does make me mad. 1 am first hit by the
pavement and next by an tdiot volunteer in supple-
mentary prooeedings.

I now procisim to the universe that the nex! time
1 fall down and any one slaps me on the back I'll
slap him on the jawbone.

NEw YO, May 8.

ERAsTUS HEARTBURN,

Nen-Emotional Death Statistics. o

To TR EpiTor oF TEE SUN—Sir: Mr. Hughson
Hawley, whose letter appears In to-day's SUN, may
be & “non-emotional, practical man, accustomied
to reduce all subjects to & basis of figures,” but If
80 he betrays an astonishing ignorance of statls-
tioal methods.

One would suggest as a falrer method of com-
parison that desths due to accident, broken Umbs
and contaglous —all 0f which &re expressly
forbidden to the Bddyite pr as bject
for his suggestive methods, by the express odiot
from headquarters—be excluded from the grand
total.

If these deaths be excluded and a reasonsble
deduction made from the list of registered physi-
clans, for those outside the general pale of the
profession, perhaps Mr. Hawley may be Induoed
to come to a different comolusion. :

Like Mr. Hawley, 1 have friends on both sides
of the fence and war with nefther, but figures do
Ito whea they are unfairly or ignerantly complled
and

arranged. HBNRY A, MATHER.
NEw Yomk, May 2.

Maneaters of Port Jacksen,

To TR EDrrok or Tux SUN—Sir; The sirong
denlal of “Malntop™ of the exlstence of mancaters
must surely be taken with a gratn sait. If he were
not 80 palpably In earnest one might suspect him
of an attempt st humor.

Surely he has entered Port Jackeon In the course
of his journeyings, and just as surely he must have
heard of the maneaters that infest the waters of
that glorfous harbor. At times these monsters
become 80 voracious that In search of a living meal
they attempt to push & way between the piles that
are driven into the harbor at the bathing places,
and there are Instances a-plenty where they were
only too-sucoessful. “Malntop” could not have
spent much time in the vicinity of Circular Quay
without hearing of these pests. and he could have
verified oase after case of thelr killing and mutl.
Jating humans had he been so minded.

PRILADRLPHIA, May 2. F. 1 K.

The Greatest Man in the World,

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: 1 have been
Iying awake o' nights worrylug over this propost-
ton: If Johm Temple Graves of a place called
Atisats, & suburb of Griffin In the State of Goober-
land, is capable of ploking out the two greatest
men In all the world, whom he has found in the per-
sons of Roosevelt and Bryan, is not John groater
than either! Such vast discriminstion would seem
to sssure this, and therefore is John Graves of the
Oracker State the greatest man in all the world,

11 T am right another promulgation setting this
forth la necessary. A DazzpLxp Ipror.

NorroLE, Va., May 2.

e e e e —
MoOlellan, MoGowan, Maxwell,
From School of Thursday.

Mayor MoOlelian went to Washington to-day to
be present st the unvelling of the monument @
his father, General George B. McClellan, to-mor-
row. President McGowan, who s now acting
Mayor, requesied Superintendent Mexwell to
order appropriate exercises (o be heid In the schools.
When Mr. MoGowan presented his ldeas to Mayor
MeClellan the Iatter disapproved of the plan, but
Mr. MoGowan sald that as acting Mayor he should
fasue the order on his own responsibility, and Dr,
Maxwell yestarday lssued & ciroular letter to prin.
cipals dlrecting them to hold exercises in honor
of General MoOllan to-morrow,

Twas Ever Thus.
When Adam named the snlmals,

The elephent came lumbering
Beside the kangaroo,

Then came the hippopotamus,
Aud gravely stepped the gnu.

mnllutmuuu“.k
Sufioe It 1o apprise

That Adam sought his wife and sald:
“We must economize.”

Thus did be lose the primal bet,
For when the race was past,
Though there was but one to name,
Of course It came (n last.
MolANDBURON WHLAON,

in any event
& party if the Republicén party
united in 1908.
On which issues is there now s divergenoe,
or a tendenoy toward divergence, between
the “policies” of the President and those of

sition of the Republican party's
policy if not to the platform of 1004; and
to disoover Roosevelt's wise or unwise poli-
cies, where else than to his official utter-
ances?

In what respect, for example, do the poli-
oies of Roosevelt, Taft and Foraker differ
if at all? Or are those of the President
unlike those of the Governor of New York?
How, if at all, are the policies of President
and Vioe-President differentiated?

Whe can and will put his pen, or finger, or
voice, on the polioy upon which the Presi-
dent stands, but on which his party does not
stand? Mr. Roosevels has alluded to *Bour-
bon reactionaries” in his own party, but
against what policy is there reaction? Which
eminent Republican leader proposes reac-
tion, or backward steps, and from what?

ALBANY, May 8. ParTY RULE.

Public Sokeol REagiish,

To amx EDaTOR OF TES Sun—Sir; Hear a few
walls from o Western womas who sends her chlld
to & Brooklyn public school for the sole reason that
she cannot afford to send him to & private schosl.
Fortunately my son, who 1s 9, learned 1o express
himself falrly well before he entered public school
at the age of 7. His own English is so muoh better
than that he has heard at sohool that he has had
coosslon to criticiee the grammar or pronunciation
of every teacher he has had (five In all) with but
one exception. I remember b illag me of the
following Instanoes. His firet er gald “windah”
for dow; one of them commoaly sald “aln't";
anotfer “t'ain’t,” and one actually sald “He reads
good.”

My son is now belng taught to misuse the comma.
The rule appesrs to be & comma after every third
word. The writlng exercise which he does at
home every day. after the teacher's copy, bristies
with upnecessary snd unressonsble commas. In
justios 10 the boy I must teach him & moderate
and proper use of punctuation, henos he is learning
two systems.

As to the Eaglish of the teschers: s there any
remedy! My own observation leads me o the
conclusion thst! the teachers, at least whem oft
their guard, speak the language they learned in
their hemes, wheiher good. bad or iadifferent;
80 do the puplls. Did any one reared on 1 4
pronunciation and bad grammar e ver Joarn,
love of good English, 1o speak habitually wigh an
agreeable accent and precise grammar?

Finally, it is a melancholy fact that every teacher
born and brought up in Brookiyn says “idear.”

BrooxLYN, May 2. A Hoosims.

\ Thinge Japanese. )

Japan has suoceeded In converting $115,000,000 of
her 6 per cent. forelgn held bonds Into & per cents.

In January, 1907, Japan's shipments of fold
amounted only to $083,000. against §8,210.000 in Jan-
uary,1008.

Japan imported $8,888,000 worth of raw oofton in
January of thls year, an Inorease of nearty 2,000,000
over January of last year. S~

All over the Far East there (s such a grest demand
for Japanese beer that asdditional breweries are
being established at Tokio, Hakata and Osaka, says
the Anglo-Japanere Gasette.

Though the half yearly net profits of the Indusirial
Bank of Japan amounted to $380,000, only $10,000
was paid out for “directory’ fees and bonuses.”

Life insursnce oo in Japan are paying
16 per cent. dividends. In one of them the directors
got only $5,100 fees for their year's work.

In three years the gold circulation of the Bank
of Japan has (ncreased §5,000,000, the silver clreu-
lation $4,000,000, while the note circulation has only
Increased by $8,600,000,

Toklo's bauk clearings last year were $1,760,000,000,
an increase of $500,000,000 over 1008,

The Wakamatsu Iron and stesl works, under
Japanese imperial control, are nearing completion,
at & fotal cost of $30000,000. As an evidence of
Japanese economy the official seleries are notios-
able. The prosidest gets §1.000 & year, the ohlef
expert, §1,500; the two managers, §1,000 sach; eight
experts sveraging $800 each, and thirty clerks and
forty sssistanis have an average moathly wage of
$15. Al the principal machinery sppears to be
English and German makes, exospt the electric
cranes, which are American made, 88 also Is & falr
share of the minor machinery. The works and
workers' houses cover 880 '

The Imperfsl Rallway Administration Byreau of
Japan 1s to construct eighteen rallways, a total
length of 1,275 miles.

In 1800 Japan produced 18,000,000 tons of ocoal,
an Increase of 1,600,000 tons. The petroleum output
rose from 57,000,000 to 00,400,000 gallons, The fron
ore oufput wes 161,100,000 pounds, and sulphur
reached 60,000,000 pounds, both showing some In-
crense, Exports of refined ocopper were of the
value of $10,726,000, an inoresse of nearty $8,000,000.

The average ad velorem rate of duty om Imports
Into Japan last year worked out At 14.80 per cent.,
as agatnst 11.00 per cent. in 1006 and 8.84 per cent.
In 1004,

English newspapers say that the new Japanose
bullt merchant steamship Hitach! Maru is a splen -
did vessel and would do credit to the best ship.
bullding yards of England.

The farmers of Japan have sn (noome this year
of $200,000,000 from the rice crop alone.

Japanese npewapapers approve the reporied
entente between Great Britain and Russia s fend -
ing toward “the peace of the Orfent.”

_Bitter Thoughts of a Spolling Refermer.

Professor Lounsbury in the Atantic Nonthly.

As we get along in life most of us lose the In-
clination 0 be constantly engaged in fghting
strenvously for the progress of evem the most
prajseworthy causes. The desire wanes of bene-
filng your fellow man while ‘encountering tn so
doing not merely his indifference, but his active
hostifisy: of urging him to show himeelf rations!
while his proclivities are viclently asinine. Even
the far keener enjoyment of rendering him misera-
ble by making evident to bis reluctant but slowly
dawning intelligence how muech of an igporamus,
not 4o say Idlot, he has shown himself fn his acts
and utterances—even this most polgoant of pleas-
ures loses 1is relish If Indulgence In it can be se-
cured only at the cost of much persons! trouble,

Diffculty of Aerial Navigation,
From (he London Times.

Sir Benjamin Baker presided last night at an
ordinary meeting of the Society of Arts, when Major
B. F. 8. Baden -Powell, president of the Aeronautical
Society, read & paper on “Aerial Navigation.” \

In the discusion which followed Mr. Massey sald
that after considering nurbers of models and plans
for twenty yoars he had come to the conclusion
that the only difficulty In the matier was o find &
satisfactory metbod of coming dewn. It was quite
practicable to build & machine which would trave|
for thirty hours at 100 mils an bour, capable of
earrying & ton of dynamite {f necessary, but no one
had found a way of stopping the machine.

Neot Pashionable.
Eve was making the best of things.
“The Garden wis Do summer resort A1 all" she
explained, “One couldn't wear clotbes shere, "
Herewith our first parenis biked 1o Skoetorville.
By ibe -See.

| DISHONORING THEIR COUNTRY, .«

A New : 3

To TaE Enrron of Tux SoN-—Sir: As &
visitor from New Zealangd, and as one who is
Instinotively In sympathy with Americans [n

| thelr highest alms and ideals, would jt be out

of place Lo offer & note of praise gnd of eriti-

| olem? ¥ admit at'once that the average

Australian judges the American on & false
fece value. The colonial who vieits these
} Btates Is usually a bird of passage, not ouly
‘inhefently prejudiced through his move
| oonservatism, but (nvariably biased agained
. Amerioans for a reason that I shall presently

The Australasian, either at bome or
&b cannot ize that underpeath the
purfacd and the show in America there s &
polld stratuth of worth., He is not In & position
to know that the average American (s as
manly, courageous, gallant, scholarly, weil
Informed, courteous and hospitable as the
citimen of any other country. He does nob
understand that with lelsure avallable and
Inclinations socighblo the visitor wiii find o=
this continent among the people in all sta-

/| tions of life & epirit of frank courtesy, & desire

to afford the fullest information to the inguire
Ing stranger, a restrained deference to criti«
olam, an astonishing avidity for outside knowle
edge unknown in any other part of the world.
The charm of the Americans is that they
are as obvigualy interested as they are charm-
ingly intereating. They are in this respect
ideal hosts and hostesses. But the Advantage
does mot rest there. Ask the most trivial
question, make the most inconsequential
remark to the man In the street. He sees
that you are a stranger—a guest of his coun-
try—and po matter how busy with hin own
affairs, however presped for time, he will give
you & patient, even an vWnconsciously defer-
ential answer, before passing on.  He rarely
says "I do-not know,” because the average
intelligence, the average looal knowledge, I8
mr-mly blsh and an intelligent question
d'l  an intelligent answer the whole couns
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Insurance Against Hiness in Holland,
Hogue correapondence Chicago Dally News.
The first important measure of the new Minigtry
of Commerce and Labor, instituted in 1005, has been
submitted %o the d chamber of the States-
General. This is & bill for sick fpsu e

The principal provisions of the law are: The Ia-
surance s obligatory ‘and comprises all regular
laborers. Those employed Irregularly are not
fnoluded, for the reason that the premium In case
of default could not-be collected from she em-
ployer. Domestic servants, agrioultural laborers
and all those employed In commercial and indus-
trial undertakings are Included. Soldlers, sallors
and oModals are lefh out, as they are already other-
wise provided for. i

Every laborer regularly employed who has
reached the age of 18 years is obliged to insure him-
solf and family sgainst the risk of Hiness. Those
whose snnusl income is higher than 1,200 floring
($480) are not required to Insure. As members of
the “famlily” are reckoned the parents, parents-in-
law and grandparents, if they live in the same house
with the laborer. In this particular the Dutch law
differs from the German sick Insurance, which does
not render it obligatory to Insure the worker's
family. The Insurance can take place elther In a
district bank, instituted by the Government and
subsidized by the State, or In any private or cor-
p 1 . provided such Institu-
tion shall give a suffiolent guaranty to the Govern-
ment of 1ts abllity to fulf] thelr obligations to the
district bank. The premfum is pald by the em-
ployer, who deducts the amount frpm the worker's
wages. The whole country #s divided into insur-
ance distriots, so that each community or aggre-
gation of more than 5000 people has Its own distriot
insurance bank.

The Indemnity (o case of fliness consists of free
mediclae, medical attendance and & slok bensfit ¥
the iliness lasts than two days and causes
inability to work. II' the disability is complete
70 per oent, of the wages Is paid out; 1f only partial
86 per cemt. Is pald. The compensation is pald durs
ln7 180 dayse at the utmost.

Marine Monster of 1800,
From the Westminsier Gaselle,

“When ! paw our latest leviatian warship, the
Indontitable, launched at Glasgow the other day,®
writes a correspondent, “1 could not help wondering
what our forefathers of a century ago would have
thought of her, In 1800 s leading naval authority
wrote: "The size of our ships seems now to have
reached Its vitimatum. * * * The Frenoh, lo.
deed, have latterly bullt a ship of most extraord!.
nary slwe, 172 feel kecl. 85 feet § Inohes by the beam,
tonnage about 2,850 tons: but she Is pronounced
1o be entirely unfit for service." And yet this ma-
rine monster of 1600, whose size made her so up- -
wicldy that ‘she hath never been out of harbor,'
was but & third as long as our latest erulser, Hitle
more than two thirds the width, and & sixth of the
onmape—in fact, she was relatively po small thet
#he might easlly, one would think, have been carried
on (he Indomitable’'s deck. Although a Bfty-
acre forest had provided her timbers, and 1t hadt
taken 200 shipwrights & year to bulld her, her tosal
©cost was less than one-tenth that of her suocessor
of to-day."”

Woman With Requisition Papers,

Frankfort correspondence Loulseflle Cowrler - ouraal,

The first woman ever to present at the Kentucky
State Executive Lepsrument requisiiion papeis for
the return of & fugttive to anotber Mate came Bere
to-day In the persgn of Miss Nan B. Wood of In-
dianapolis. She Is named by the Governor of
Indiana as the agent of that State in coming to Ken«
tucky after Florenoe Foote, 8 woman fugittve from
the Indiana Industrial Sehool for Girls, located st
Indsanapolis. Miss Wood presented her papem jn
pemon Lo Gov. Beckham, and he directed that war.
rant of arrest be lssued and that she be given the
custody of the woman she Is seeking.

R
Religion In German Parllament,
From the Sunday al Home,

The mew Relchstag contalns 220 Protestants,
as compared with 170 in the previous House. There
are 141 Roman Cathollies, 8 Jews, 2 Old Catholics,
4 Menponite, and I8 Deputies who have declared
that they do nol beleng to any religious body. Of
the |ast named 27 it on the Socialist benches, where
the § Jews also sit, besides 2 Roman Catholios and
M Protestants.




